
RELIGIOUS.
Sermons and Services

Yesterday.
Man's Duty to His God, to His Neigh¬

bors and to Ilis Country.

LIVELY LESS3N3 ON ORTHODOX TOPICS.

Tho Worship of Ootl on

Lund and Water. '

Discourses by Drs. Hepworth and Mo
Sweeney, Pev. Messrs. Eeecher,

Kichirdson, I rothin^ham,
Pullman and Others.

There seems 10 be a lark of what mnrht be called
sensational topics iop sacerdotal comment Ju»t at

present. The late el cli > '9 have now be o;ne tli n^s
of the past; the com 1 c illons in Europe seem to be,
for the nonce, forgotten, nnd the clergy must
fall back on the old, tried and never falling
source of inspiration.tbo Divine Wed. This state
ot ufTalrs seemed to jrevail yesterday to a great
exteut In iho chorclm . The peculiarly wintry
looking weather, no ctoubt, frightened Borne of the
timil worshippers, but the sharpness of the atmos-
phere seemed to sharpen the preachers, and the
sermons therefore, a.though for tne most part
orthodox, were dear and pungent, as may be seen
front the following reports.

FSE'.V E\GL:M> . OKGREGlTHftAL CHURCH.

First Sermon by Itcv. Merrill Fichnrdson
A »er His Installation »s 1'artcr.Eloquent
Disoourso on bie Design of f'reacliinj.
O.i inul *ins a id Sins Nut Orinluui.The
MlumlditiY Itlo Us oi Do-triii- ».

At the neit and elegant New Borland Consrcga-
tlonal church, corner Malison avenue and Forty,
seventh street, wluch. although one of the jo ngest
In the greatstateraood o' our metropolitan churches,
has already attained the full dignity of malestic
maturity, there was the usual large congregation at
the services yestcrda. morning. The »:ca ij growth
of the att ndtouii this rae.ed temp e of worship
attests more ta.n an, .h.ng ei>e can the growing
popularity tC i s ne ly chosen paster, Uev. Merri l
R,cha csoa. who conducted the exercise a. Tho.gh
the congregation is co.npo.-ed manly of the

representative culture aau refiacm.nt of New
England, there is nothing clannish either
m its organ zatlou or management, nothing pro-
scriitivo. The doors of the church are open to ail.
ana with a u.itiLSier of su n Iorci.de jovcr o. log.c
and elo |i en e as its present pastor, ihrougi.ig
crowds are sure to j its.- through the doors cud nil
toe pews uu i aisies. ilis seruion yesterday iva<
ot unusual power.a see ulng new in-piratmu from
his receut inst.di.ition on ta-t Weducviay. ihesun-jeet w as "Tho ueslriuol l'reachuig," u<.d the
SCOVK ASi> OBlliCIS 01" l'UU'l MINlsTltATlON'9.

or rather wiiat lu ins view they should re, were
most clear,y, puu^eutly and eioqu«ut:y set loitu.
The oasis oi

TUB BKHMON
was tho text First Corlmluaus, xiv., 9.."If the
trumpet gives an uncertain sound, who shall pre¬
pare Dippcli ior the outlier ' Raul, he began, was
here considering the method and oo cct oi preacn.lug. liow cuuid ihe» nc uunt up in Uie truth il mat
truth was not clearly uttered r T ins compaiLsou was
well chu;-eu. The duty ot the trumpeter was wi U

ite mu»t mistake lisknown; no-, an o.Ucer or private
meuunig. The ».detj or pcrd of the army depended
upon It being r.giiliy understood. Carrying out una
comparison and applying it to preaching, ho lu-
Ksteu mat tuegica. de. gn of preuchiug wa^ to ouild
men up in uie truth of hod and thus Ut them for ills
kingdom, lies trsi touit was that leveiation is a
system ot truth which the pieaeher should under¬
stand. II

the bible is or god
then, like nature, all us truths will harmonize.
There will be no oniradicimus. God is exact, if
rcierreii to ihe p r ect system marking ttm eg na-
tiou and luo euiCuU ..f ine plonetary world to s.iow
this exa mess, a iow years ago astronomers tvere
ah agog, tiniik ng

T-ltSK WAS SOMETIirVil -.vnoso
and Irregular in Hi.- movements oi tin heavenly
bodies. They poimeI their telescopes skyward,
peeking to penetrate the uivstencs ot ihose far a a ay
worlds. ; lie result wn^s the discovery «f a new
planet.the discovery that ail was s.ili hanuouiuas
In those mjiiad worlds; also

Stnginc forcrcr a* thf jr shine
'1 he Laud mat iiiU'ie u« in tlivin**.

Tea. this was the great song of the stars. There is
po chance in God's universe. This point was uio-t
eloqucutiy iiiusirateu in a variety of way-, by re¬
ferring io the wondrous works of u dure m every
do aruneiu oi eteadon. God's book of naiuro was
» pe to ab. It was so with the Bible. Klghtly in-
te.preied.and tins was tue second point o: bis dis-
couise. he s>crlp ures give no uncertain sound. Tho
greatly important point was ior tne minister to
jigluiy interpret lae .scriptures; to give lortli in Ins
teaching uo uncertain Bound. They must euuuioi-
ato the

BIBLE DOCTSIMB
rlghtlv. Th s word doctrine was a groat Rtnmbllng
luoek to manv. i ho w ord uieaut seineiuing stupeu*
dons, souietlung tague, something mysterious.
Tne word lueant simplv to teach tins, and uotmug
more. There were d etriues in nature us well as in
tne Bible. He pro;e d-J io speak oi the doctrine oi
Bin, aim showed the divine sounds given lorth .mm
vim puipii on tins topic, borne oojecied to tne titbls
because it was alleged to teach that man was by
naiuro wii Iced and depraved. 11 this was round
basis ol objection, what must be thought of

TliK NKWSi'ArEKS,
in nearly all the columns of w h.ch every day are
to be found records oi depravity and evil doin.- ?
Tnis nia ter ol «m was ve.y simple. Paul dehaert
n as truisgro-Aion oi the law. luis told the whole
¦tory. It is dulug wrong, it is discbadience. l.et
tue iuinis.er kuo.v this and then lie cau sound forth
what rin is iroin the pulpit. He described with
marked elo .uouce I he

WltANOL StiS AMONG TflE CLXROY
and In the Churches upon th.s subject of sin. The
whole great prou.em ot li e aim duty as pertaining
t.o the in,Ulster was t.i know what sin Is and
man s duty regarding It. Having fliiisned this
branch m his dis onrse lie proceeded to
apeak of regeneration. this was a doctrine upon
which trie preaciier inud give a distinct utterance.
It had iice11 said diat the work oi regenerating a
goii: cu.led r. r;n as great display of power as to
cr aie tne universe. He would leave this matter to
God aud

NOT m.OW ANY TltUMPET
about it. Regeneration was God's work.a
mystery.and no mail could laihom it. Tile next
sub.cci touched upon w is tue doctrine of divine
sovereign,y. lie was puiticu arly eloquent upon
tins poiuu He traced the great designs of tue great
C'reator with a.i emp. as.s and clearness rarely seen
lu in,; puipc. ihey could trust God. He

M. vec In a myiler.oui way
II.s «ruch«r> o pwrforin.

He was suverelg . of ad. He raised up nations and
kingdoms and u-- decuodshed them lor ins own put-
poses. He had rals U up

OOK KEPttBl.TC,
as he trusted, to show w> the world the golden frui¬
tion of tlie glorious principles of freedom. From
this he weu on to speak oi Goo's purposes ana tne
connection <>t law and prace. Ho was ex¬
ceedingly hap. y in tsitli Ins argum, uu and
lllusi rat.oils upon these two points, depriving tlmia
greatiy ol tueir natural dryoes-s and uu Tin ai cha¬
racter. Ilia huai picture o( the duties ol the nums
ter glowed wl.n an eloquence oi Jv'acripnon as eueo*
tive as it was impassioned.

< "hers stanJ* the legits of ihe »kie«,;,-u ubloe, lot olllee «»c re i, hll
S'Cntdek? h,Ba vlul"trd

1 aw aiteaaa oul Tia ihur.,ter», ao i In lonee aa
hweei aa ankel# <->** the ooapei whiepera

v i't'.ace.
In conclusion he al uded to hH recent Installation

over tne ci.uren as us pastor, aod what be shouhl
aim to do uud what doebmea leacu in en enug
Upon Ins noW Held of pasioral duties. I hui^ .

lust oi all. to make himsmf acceptable in God s sight
and i breach that Gospel wulch Christ bade IllsrCS u,7to and preach to the wholeworld. He dodged his own best efforts
to uroclai n abroad, to the extent of his
andUles, ihe truths of the lllbic and to call klnnerito
rei/cniauen. Ho would Invite to 'ho seats of W»r-
ninp the poor mid lowiy as well as ihe b°weriul a 11

rich. He liivuned ill ir aid and thtlr j raycis, tne
rest he leil to uo i and iho future.
The sermon was listened to .> ith the most earnc-

attention, it w » announced thai there ^morning service in ne euurch uu next TnaiiWgiv
lug lmy, and men with singing uy the cong egaiion
and the nouedictlou were tejuiuiatcd the exercises.

Tttliimi CHAPLL.

Relatione Betwei n the 1U h nud the Poor.
fermvn by the Kev. Dr. Dlx.

mere was a very large attendance at Trinity chapel
yesterday, and the interesting "rvices were con-

ducted with the usual solemnity »hd devotion. Ihe

tntMtor of the edJlce presented quite a han Uonieup*

pearance owing to the pleasing. variegated hues of
tho uiany rich and elegant toilets mat wore exhibited.
At liai -past ten o'clock the religious exercfaea com¬
menced, ami a prominent feature throughout was the
harmony that characterized the rendition of the
numerous chants and psalms. Tuo Iter. Dr. Dlx
aelec'ed his text from the Gospel according to St.
Lute, XvL, 25."But Ahraham said, Son, remember
that thou tn thy 11 retuns receivenst thy good things,
and Hkcwtse Lazarus evil things; bat now he la
comforted ana thou art tormented." it orten hap¬
pen d when perming the Scriptures, perhaps for
the thousandth time, that some thought struck the
reader which never occurred to litra bef re, as if

A NKW KAY Ok LMBT
discios d something whloh had previously been un¬
observed. in t e proverb of the rich man and the
poor man nothing was said against the r.oh uiau's
characor m malice. Tho caue was that of one wco
had great wealth an l enjoved It; who lived liaud-
soHiciv and who had no thought of ins poorerbre hren. He dwelt la statelme .* and coin ort, and
ciad aseif in soft apparel. Moreover, lie passedhi time In luxurious cu.e. It was not
said that he was ui kind to f,a/.arus, but that he
s a ply lorgot him. 'lite poor man inlirlit nit outside
In gate so long as he desired. Indeed, ne might
have Ircqueut'y received what he asked In the way
01 scraps and crumbs that tell from the spicnoid
lea t iislilo tiut otherwise he was overlooked and
forgotten. N iw, it wr# apparent that such a state
ot things must nece spate a change In the appointed
oiS r of events, it seemed thai tIM parable men¬
tion (t In the Gospel was intended as it csson show-
l'u; that there was a groat Jaw. made by a ust and
nshiei us God, In relercnce to tl>e r lattons betvvei n
the rich an I the poor. That seemed to be the rcope
oi the pa. able. K was plain tuat

NO FAIK-KIMDKD MAM,
looking at the world and oos rvm the supombun-
dant comiort of toe rich and the deep, dark m sen s
oi ui" poor, could feel in u things a o.ts they should
be. K.irvbody must admit that there was some¬
thing wrong somewhere, and. the tacts being ad-
mitt ii, it o iowed that u change of some kind was
sure to emtio, tie reverend gent eman then ave a
very eloquent Illustration, suggested o.v pruc; cal
experience, of the great oontrust between the palaces
ol tnu rli h and the hovels of the poor, lie had
vi-tci both, arid tho vast diherencu presented
clea.lv manifested 10 cm mind that sooner or later
some grem change m. si tui;c pi c .. 'Ine niausloii of
tne itch man w s resplendent In all I's luxurious-
iu'Ss; ihe misery oi' ilie poor bu-euient, many ieel
hco no level of the street, which be subse.ittontiy
enter d. was frightful in the a pearanc of d< sola-
tio and penury which it c limited. Boiii hou-os
w th their separate stories.goon ihlncs lu re, evil
things there. No rteh titan could took on two sucti
p ctures and adtult mat tilings are us tlicv ndoum
Ite, ami ti he remembered the words ot the parable
lie must Ieel uneasy. He must say 10 himself that a
change must come; tbat ttu inference to the wants
oi the po'.r is a crime, and that

I'Rhll! MVST HAW HKi aiBTTTION.
After forcibly dilating on Urn very marked and

striking utrast existing between toe di eront por¬
tions o mauK ud, t te reverend gentleman adverted
to the theory of clmbi Uef advanced by infloeis. ron¬
ton tig Hut it was ap. ailing when sucii questions
a* those mentioned were brought to nitnd. Notutidel
cocll eoiihdeutly put lorwam hi-, assertions
and e cognizant of 'he difference existing between
the i ieri and the poor. The tact was now apparent
tuat more light was wanted on a dark question.
Havi; referred at length to the erroneous and ir-
rain na) id'tiseatenained by socialists, be impressed
upon tae congreguii n the ueee-mliv oi eompreheud*
l. the contrast existing between the weuit iy ou-s
and'ho e sitifciIng from poverty and d Stltatiao.
Bat it was consoling, under alt t.ie circumstances,
to i niiii that t iro jghout His life ou this «arth the
Lori bad always favored the poor uud advocated
tii ir claims. Dr. Dlx concluded an eloquent and
arsnnieututlvediscourse by urging ontlie wealthy
portion of the commnnity the lmnortance <>l reoog-

rig ib ¦ p"-i mu of the poor. The services were
then continued an i terminated shortly after twc.ve
o'clock.

ST. PATRICK'S (iTDED&lL.

Sermon by ibo dev. I>r. .HeSvrerney."The
»rPMiiy ot" n 'Last Jiiclunimt.'"

The Iiev. Dr. MoSweenoy delivered the sermon at
the Cathedral yesterday. lie took lor hi* text the
twenty-fourth cha iter >f St. Matthew, froin the flf- |
teenth to the tbirty-fonrth verse. Tuo necessity of a
..last judgment," ne said, commends itself to every
reasonable mlud. Even though mere were no pro- |
poecy ot the gn at event laid down in the gospel, we

.urselves, enlightened by our uwu good
Bens-, would lie able to prophecy that such
a thing mast uecesr-ariiy occur; for if there
Is a G si lie mud be a just God. If lie was not just
then 11? was not a real (Jod; hut reason told us that j
the God wa adore Is a God who tnade us, who will
reward the go id aud punish the wicked.a God of !
infinite Justice, with whose Justice no one can find
faul', 'o whose Justice no one can be blind. During
tnts ufe It very frequently happens that the enemies
oi God prosper. Tiuv arc men wno deny 11 s Jns-

! tlce even ins very existence, and endeavor to prove
it by facts which, to the tmortnt mum, uen quid
phi i >ie. The blasphemer acquires a kiuii of right
10 vomit fortn

rir most nonitini.K PLASPfTKViFS
ngnin-l God, because to huninu minds, limited as
rliey ure, ccrtaiu thine- done in this world are not
r con liable with the ju-uice of God. The wicked
aie not a a ays known. How often do tiny
v jar a husk o* piety, not only for a lew
years, but for a long lifetime, when in
the r hearts they aie Impious and blas¬
phemers. j his mart ne set rtgli'. The wicked can¬
not go forever ubpuuislied: for if they did the moral
universe w »u d get out of joint. In this is the
completeness of the doctnno of Jesus Christ, he
coiuleuir.A the blasphemer, but at the 6aino
time ji,glides the condemnation. Many things
done in this world are nncxplalnabte. but It should
be remembered that there is a reckoning day to
come wnen ud the bills would be laid low, the val¬
leys tilled an J the

C'H HIKED WATS MADE STRAIGHT.
How often do we And from the instructions of the
Cnurch and even from our owu little experience in
11 c that the surest sign i>y which to distinguish the
virtuous f om the impious Ib their con lition
in the world. The virtuous are deprived
of temporal goods, and tiiey seem to
receive no rewar i for their good nets. Look at the
myriads of saints tn the early it,story of the Church
who sutlercd and died rather than yield up their
faith. So accustomed has the world become to wit¬
nessing the wicked ptosDer and the virtuous <¦ utter
In life that wonder is excited when the contrary
happens; In fact, we have got into me habit of dis¬
cerning beiwc< n the good and the bad simply by
lookt lg u' ivaat the one has and the other has
not m worldly goods. So accustomed ate we in
seeing the justice of God disregarded that wo leau
tc the belief that

NOBODY H S A RIGHT TO FE Rl< TT
and well to do but the wlckeo. The lust judgment
would set all tots ngiit. Then would God's justlco
be vindicated and the wicked be known ioj what
they are and punished for wnat they ure. God tuu-t
punish itie wicked lo the end in order to vindicate
lis iiisUce audio show Ui infinity of Ills mercy.
He will prouou ice tit- s-ntence of "Depart from me,
>e wicked, to everlasting Hie.'' aud no lajise of time
will crer satiutc It s divine vengeance. How could
tins he reconciled with God's mercy. He would
make pass in array before His throne these crea¬
tures condemned for nil ore ill y, and even the
wick'd wil have toexclaim thai lils justice is light.
Tnen, on that awful day, He will bring up In

TKKKIHLK AKSAY A'lAINsT TIIK 8INMKK8
the snifeiAogs oi IDs divine cion. His death and the
d ,ys and years during life which He gave them to
ave t the senu nc. Men w,ll never see the lull ex¬
tent of the mercies which He accorded tiieui on
eurtnandthe hundreds of opportunities He pure
them to follow the path of righteousness. Men
would then learn thai all In tins world was nut
vanity excep the love «l the Lord and ihe service of
lliin alone. On Hie !a t day there would be no need
of sermons, of examples, of sniivr tigs, of ucath.

IN TUB TWINKLING OF AN EYE,
wh-n all men would fly to judgment, the lesson
would be learned perfectly, conclusively, unit the
highest bic sing of the earih was nothing In cotn-
paitson wi h the lowest throne ol the elect in
heaven, ihcn wi.l they I iok back «md see the folly
ol the sacrifices they made lor the world. But it
will be ("O late, for doomsday Is not called the day
of Hie l.ord because it will bo a day of mercy, but
because It wul b« a day of lustier.
The reverend speaker then concluded with an

earnest exhortation to the congregation to avail
themselves of the present, wntch Is ine acceptable
tunc, in do g< o I, aud tuns avoid on the day of Judg¬
ment the sentence of ctcroal death.

ATTORNEY SitiEEl METHODIST IP 8C0PAL
CilKCU.

A I non l lie Following of Christ nnd
I'pou the fientleness ul Hi* Lite -Mention by
Jtev. N, I*. Swill,
tne e mgregailon at this chnrch yesterday, though

not large, seemed thoroughly devout. There was no
display or gaudy dresses and no attempts at rivalry
In unv form, those who attended service doing so
for its moral c.fect*. The minister was most lni-

pres.sivo In his delivery, and as the sacred words fell
from his lips It was easily to be seen how deeply his
heaters appreciated tuein. The text was from at,.
Matthew. lv., 19."He saith un o them follow tne."
Upon the following of Christ, said tho minister, men

are apt to disagree, and there are none who boldly
and fearlessly follow Him. one says, I shall follow
Christ by praying on Sunday; aoottier by this act,
and another by that; but tins is not the true way.

TO FOLLOW CHRIST
a* He desires we must give np all selfish motives,
there Is no act in life la which if we desire we cannot
lu some way Imitate Him. Praying ulone is not fol¬

lowing the divine teachings or tne Master; tne giving
of a loaf of oread to tho poor and needy lias salva-
t on iu't. Let us look upon tho meekness and gentle¬
ness of Christ while on ea, th ai d try ho.v near wo
cau reseuioic IJmi; l«» u.s look at His charities, at

the kindly and brotherly manner In which He ap-
|>roachi'd all who earnestly called on Him. Christ
could by sneak It g t.ie word as ejally heal the Hick;
hut He preferred to do more; He preleried to lay h!s
bands In love mid kindness upon them, to teach
them to i.o gentle, ten ler and charitable, as Ilia
Km her lii Ueav n had taught turn to he.
'the pastor exhorted hie hearers to ponder
upon those things and 10 struggle muufully to inti¬
tule, them; this, ho said, was the ouly true way to
follow Christ: make no special point In winch to bo
like Him, but be meek, lowly and charitable and
follow latin in ull things. Cod, he said, did not euro
for '

ROHOI.ARt.Y WORDED PRATERS.
Ho wanted the humid* outpvurlugs of u truly peni-
tent hear t. He tuought lhat some men had an idea
that beautifully worded i ravers would pave a road
to ht aven; but each w as not i tic case. The penitent
heart must dictate the prayer we wish the Father
to hear and answer. As an Instauee ol this ho re¬
ferred to Christ's Harmon on the Mount, in which
the true course wo are to fellow Is so plainly and yet
so simply laid down. Jle earnestly requestedthoso
prevent to cast aside their selfish and world y ways
and 10 lake up tlie crass and lullow Clir.st as Ho
has so pleaded tor us to do, to follow Him boldly
and fearlessly: follow Him in ihe lace ef ull obsta-
eles and In spite of the tauuts of men, never for an
Instant swo'Ving from Hie purpose, but to go on-
wurd and upward, that in the end wo might have
the eteia.il rost that has been promised to those
w ho, on that great dav that must come, snail be
found worthy followers of Mini who set ub so tine
an example. Let ull earnestly and humbly invoke
the blessing of cod upon his efforts to be like the
.Saviour. Work and pray lor the strength of Ills
grace a nd loving kindness to assist us la Imitating
the Redeemer of inn kind.

t he aermou throughout was most impressive, and
at its close the pastor delivered a beautiful prayer
that accorded most perloctly with his discourse.

AME UCM FREE C ( RC'l.

The Church or Cbri.it enii Mltte Hruateine of
Sut«i."»Swi»!i(l Dmirli und the (Yowii of
Li e.Grand Contrast.Lec.uie by the tie v.
Charles B. Km y tli.
Another expository lootnro in the conrse of the

Book or Revelations was delivered yesterday by
Rev. C. B. Siuyth, at tlw Masonic Hall, Thirteenth
street. The reverend gentlsman, in omrnenting
upon the reverses and disappointments which every
day be et mauklnd, and comparing the rich man

going to h-aven to a camel striding through tue
eye of a nee lie, introduced seme forcible illustra¬
tions, which evidently made a deep impress.on <>n

the congregation. After some preliminary observa¬
tions Mr. Smytn selected bis text from Kcvela-
t ons II., 8-11:."And unio the angel of the
church at Smyrna write: These things sath the
first and the last, winch was dead, und is alive;
1 know tliv works, and tribulation, and poverty,"
Ac. This passage constitutes the letter to the chief
member of tnc seven churches of Asia. Smyrna, In
Which the church was situated, was, as It is now, an

Important city of Asia Minor, about forty miles from
Epneaus. The person represented as peaking is
cnrist. The expression "Hie first and the last'' de¬
notes the eternity or His Divine nature, and the
term Mwhloh was dead, and is alive" refers to
the human, wluca bad nceii cruc.ll a and aitcrwurds
raised ironi the aeud. When it Is here said lliut
Christ ":s alive" much more is meaut thuu that
lie is now

SOMEWHERE IV A STATU OK CONSC10IT8NESS
and act.vity. The woids, d< atU and hie, are com¬
monly employed wiia relercu e to thisenrtn. One
Is d-aa when lie ceuses to be Interested In this
wond by the soparauou < r the spun noru the body;
he Is a ive wnen hols iiueresiei in the aualrs of
tue world; so Christ is alive, not on'y m the sense
or ilw spirit having become reunite i to Llls body in
Uls resurrection, but in mat of lakiug au active in¬
terest In tne affairs oi this lite, lie is as much con¬
cerned now in me events w .lch a.c taking p.ace as
lie was when visible by li.s bo.ii.y presence among
the Jews. This sense or the term is very appropri-
uis in view of tne next Clauses lollowiug:." I
know thy works," 4c., and 1 i.now the blasphemy
of tlieut whicu -av they are Jews and are net," Ac.
Knowledge ui.d life are Intimately connected, uud
mat a knowledge ot

CURRENT EVENTS.
No person Is truly and fully a.ive who is not In¬

formed of the occurrences which are taking place
iiruuud him, or who does not take pun in them us
one who Is involved tuercin. In this cuhgnieued
age, wnen facilities lor acquiring knowledge are so
numerous, and the dally record or tram-actions is
wimin the reach of ah, he must c dead in ignorance
and apathy who does not know the news of current
events. And if Christ is auve to these tilings why
should not ills people be, who profess to compre¬
hend in some degree the meaning oi Ills kingdom
and the bearing of passing events upon its welfare?
Alter dwelling at some lengili on the importance

or ueuig, like Christ, alive to the truusactious taking
place eveiy day aiouud us, and

Ai KKCTINO His KINGbOM
(as all movements do In a greater or less degree),
the speaker drew a line Oi demarcation by which ho
senir.ited the people of llio world, uo matter to
what church or sect any of them might belong, luto
two grand classes, as indicated by me contrast, pre¬
sented In the text between the members of the
Church and those of

THE SYNAGOGUE OK FATAN.
The only distinction, lie said, that will be recog¬

nized beiweeu men in Hie day of Judgment will uo
between those who servo Cod ami those who serve
Satan. No preieietico will be shown ibeu to the
members oi one cuurcu abovo those of uay other;
but every person will bo judged according
to his works, i he icntli verse represent* Satan as
Hie great agent la bringing persecution and iribu-
lallou upon the children of Cod; but lie could not
prevail against them, in Hie closing clauses of this
passage

A DECinED CONTRAST
is exhibited, he said, between the future of the faith¬
ful and that of the unfaithful. To the former Christ
will give ' a crown of Hie," bui the latter will be
subjected to "the second death."

lu referring to this ast passage Mr. Smyth called
forth all his energy and wouted eloquence, and di¬
lated at considerable length upon the Inevitable
(Lstruction of iliose who wandered irom the nar¬
row path und strayed into the wide walks of sin
and vice, thereby depriving themselves of that
"crown of lile" whicu had been promised theui.

LEXI.MJ r0\ AYOtlK METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH*

Ntlf-Sathfled Christ inns Stirred Up.Sermon
by the liev. ft. AI. Mrattun.

A large and respectable audience filled the above
fashionable churcu, situated on Lexington avenue
and Fifty-second street, yesterday. The ordinary
number of worshippers was augmented no doubt
by an advertisement In the papers that the pastor
would preacn on "The Regions Beyond." Numbers
of Christians imagined that this referred to our after
existence, and consequently came with a common
curiosity to see what the other world would be,
thinking that they would be wa ted on the wings of
boundless ministerial eloquence alternately to the
realms of heavenly bliss and the fathomless
depths of

FNCOM HREHENSIBUB DAMNATION.
Creat was their disappointment on finding that

the terms "regions beyond" ai plied to the fields of
missionary teachings, and not to our aerial exist¬
ence In a future sphere. The sermon was preached
In aid of the Methodist missionaries now prosecuting
iheir work In all quarters of the globe. The reverend
geutleinau's eloquence was singularly well adapted
lor sn h a discjurse, appealing 10 the charitable
sympathies of Ills congregation with a woaderlul
depth Oi feeling, bringing home Uls aiguments, and
strongly portraying tue glorious results ol charity.
The pastor took Ills text from Sec >nd Corintuiaiis

x. 16."To preach the gospel in the regions
beyond you, and not to boast in another
man's line of things made ready to our hand."
Tneso were the grand principles held by tlio
apostles, instil.e! into them by our Saviour and
handed down to us to guide us In our ministerial aud
missio: ary capacities. Tncupo ties were nut satisfied
merely to preach tlio word to the same congrega¬
tion, like mluisters now-a-days; tney went abroad
everywnere, preaching and teaching;

THEY U)8T NO OPPORTUNITY
of doing good. In those early days of Christianity
of course followers of Christ nad to work narder and
suffer more than in the present nge. They led lives
of rusting faith lu the good work they were t ngaged
In.ceaselessly active, and seldom or ever deviat¬
ing from the course they had chosen for them¬
selves. Led on noil upheld by the greatest
Itinerant preacher that ever lived, Jesus Christ,
they entered heart and soul in'o teaching
the Gospel, nnd firmly established that oasis
of Christianity on which to-day we so firmly
stand. What a noble example have our missiona¬
ries always before them I What an lion t to think
that tucks is the profession adopted by the Saviour
of His people 1 Weil, Indeed, have Hie noble men
oi our time done their work; for, heboid, at this
.moment, iu every land known on the globe, they are
at work. Tneir lives, indeed, re-embic that of our
great Master.beaten to-day, stoned to-morrow,
massacred in China, eaten up by cauulbals.
THK1K BONES 1.1E UJLKACfllNG ON EVERY SHORE.

From Africa's desert plains to India's rocky moun¬
tains and Iceland's lrlg d z ne have (ho voices of
our mlssionar.es been heard, breathing the spirit of
the word ol God given to us 1,800 years ago. This
Is precisely the type oi man that Christ chose
when he took the twelve apostles.men who were
willing to go anywhere and do everything lor Mis
cause, even to lay down their very lives. Now in lue
eyes of God we arc all missionaries.nil this vast as¬
sembly 1 sec beiore me-and how are ye fulfilling
God's wishes when He has appointed you to such a
position? Do not Imagine that to save your souls
nothing Is to be done except coiue to church regu¬
larly and listen to a sermon with praiseworthy
complacency, 'lhat is a scifish Christianity which
will not do. IT by putting w lUi commendable regu¬
larity a ten cent stamp on tlio plate you Imagine
that It goes to purchase

A THROUGH ticket to heaven
you are laboring under a most grievous delusion.
It is necessary for salvation that parties calling
themselves Christians should load Uvea of "cease¬
less activity," ulways laboring iu the Lord'scauso
and aiding to spread hi* great and giorufg* word to

all nations even as it has oeen spread >o ourselves.
While i tiailiy always begins at boiue it should not
stay there. 1 try to love all my fellow
beings la tbe world; but if there Is any
nun whom I hate It is the stingy man,
wrupped up In mm elf, never aniing or assisting a
fellow creature, (limiting of no one and caring for
none except linnseli. It is right that we should take
care of erring Christians at home In this our own
laud, wheie tens of thousands land on our shores
every week, burdened with (be superstitions of
Catholicism, but 1 verily believe that Goil would
cur-e us were we to negleoi. those mens living in
darkness and barbarity, when he tells as "Go lorth
and pieach the Gospel to all naUous."

(HRfH OF TUC MESSIAH.

Discourse by the Rev. George H. Ilep-
worth on "Moral Courage."

At the Church of the Messiah last evening the Rev.
George If. Hepwor.h, the pastor, preached before
the usually brilliant and numerous congregation,
taking "Moral Courage" as the subject or his
remarks.
Mr. Ilcpworth's text was taken from Matthew

xx vl., 74:.' Then began he to corse and to swear,
saving. 1 know not the man." Ue said:.My subject
this evening la "Moral Courage," and though l may
address myself more particularly to those who are

Just entering upon tliotr careen, I am sure that
my words will not be unheeded by those of riper
years. Tito theme is perfectly and sadly
Illustrated by the incident which gives me

my text. Almost all Ills other friends had
forsaken the Lord. Hut Peter had so lately
ma e public protestation that he would not

only follow the varying fortunes of the Master, but
even die with Jinn if necessary, that ono has a right
to expect some uegree ot heroism when It came to
the pinch. When the disciples were unassailed,
walking quietly along the highway, It was no dldl-
cult matter to get into an enthusiastic mood, and to
bc.v things which In Ills heart ho did not really
mean. Hut when the arrest had been made, und
the

EXCITRD AND CNRRASONAin.il MOB
called for blood and vengeance; when the testimony
had all been given In, and it became ccrtalji tbe
verdict of guilty would be pronounced, and the terri¬
ble sentence of death execute 1, it was a very differ¬
ent mailer to share the Master's fate, f'etcr was a
false irlcud. llo could well afford to be brave
when bravery eo-t nothing; but when the price to
be paid was nothing less than life itself he shirked
his dutv, and abandoned bis Lord. What a commit
here between iho Pilsner at the bar and the
man w ho was In the kitchen talking with the ser¬
vants! Christ offered no apology und made node-
fence. Undoubtedly lie could have used to achieve
ins own lreedom tho same wondrous power a inch
bade Lazarus come forth, and the sheeted dead
obeyed; but Ue crushed down the Instincts of (us
human nature and without u murmur subrabted not
only to Hi- sentence of the court, but also to the
bass Insults or the crowd. Tho question comes up,
How dbl Ue do all this t How did He meet ins lato
so boldly' IIow could he be calin, patient an 1 en¬
during tu the midst of that tcrr.bic sintering and tho
excitement ol the populace ? i no answer is on my
lips. It was because lie could trust, in; love of
God moro tnan He co Id icar the natred of men. To
Him God was not a theological vision, but an almost
visible audever-present Father. He leit that duty
called, and when it did call Ue heard nothing else,
it He could only feel that tie was right Uc could en¬
dure anything.

THE MOB WAS NOTfllNO
to Uim, and Utile cared Ho wtiaut could do; the Bo¬
ca ed court ot jusilcu was nothing, duty and God
were everything. Now, that is what i mean by
moral courage. Let mo define the words. A man may
be very brave aud yet not have a speck of moral
courage. A brave man under tremendous excite¬
ment, not thinking of and not reckoning conse¬
quences, may ruan into the thick of tbe tight, and
even lead the lorloru hope. We ail admire him.
But there Is a quality of character which rinks mill
higher. Wc see It when a man not only seeing, but
reckoning the consequences to their lulleat extent,
calmly and deliberately suffers a wrong or a calam¬
ity be ause he feels it to bo his duty. The young
man who resists

THR TEMPTATION TO DRINK
or to gamble In the face or tne sneers and Innendoes
ot his companions, sacrificing tneir good opinion
rattier than his own sell-respect and sense ol what
Is right, is a moral hero. I sometimes think It re¬
quires more real oharact r to say No. and mean it,,
than it d ies to expose oneself on the Qcld of battle.
Sometimes you know of a woman who is married to
a brutal man.a man who has forgotten lils vows
at tho altar.a man who is umrue to her, aud
who neglects his cbddren and hiB home, led by that
tatal thirst whicn endangers evoiyihlng, but who
shields her husband's lauds from the rude gaze of
the world, bears his insuba without a murmur, and
still strives to sec the good in him, and, by loving
artifices, to draw him buck to his former and better
self. There are many such romances ui our daily
Bociai life. III could

UNROOK YOUR HOUSES
and yonr hearts, I should And more exciting scenes
than were ever told In story and 1 should discover a
Heroism, a moral courage which is knowu only to
God. The power to do one's duty without askctig
the world's permission is the true indication of tho
Chrlst.au. You can make this nior;.l courage your
own only by making the moral facts oat of which it
comes your own. If you half believe in God, in im¬
mortality, hi Christ, men you waver; but if heaven
and duty are solemn realities, winch take prece¬
dence of everything else, then you arc not the slave
or public opinion; vou are a freeman of God. Yon
can do what is rigtit aud leave the rest to Heaven.
I need not tell you n»w much we ail need this qual¬
ity which 1 call moral courage, it Is the shield of
the young, it Is the lortress ol the middle aged, It is
the comforter of the uged.

CHlttlU OF THE HOLY THIYlTY.

Public Piety Cooled Down--Coming to Make
Love and Forgetting to Pray.A Hailroad
Nuisance.VVlio Wan Jrnan Christf.Sermon
by the Rev. 31r. Trncy.
Yesterday could .lardly bo regarded as a good day

for religion in and around Firth and Madison ave¬

nues; for the godly of that brown stone region have
not yet secured their fashionable supply of winter
clothing, and to encounter tne biting blast of yes¬
terday in summer costume would be a piece o fun
and folly only fit for some

OVEKI1EATKD ST. ANTIIONY

of the period. It wonid bo out of tlic question alto,
gether te think of nutting on last winter's old-
fashioned apparel, and the only alternative
was to keep within doors and leavo the
churches empty. This must aofount for the
absence of a congregation at ttfo Church of
the iloly Trinity, comer of Madison avenuo and
Forty-second street, at hall-past three o'clock yes¬
terday arieruoon, where and wiica the Episcopal
services were conducted and a good sermon

preached by the ltev. U. T. Tracy. The subject of
the discourse was the Identity of Jesus Christ as the
bonofUod. The preacher said that the art of
criticism is now being cultivated to perfection. Men
who formerly accepted every truth advanced with¬
out question are now grown suspicious, and must
have proofs of every statement before they believe.
This is true regarding every suuj ect of human in¬

terest, and Is parttculurly so with respect to religion.
Mcu are questioning not only tne religious lauu of
otners, but aie also exam ning their own and

DEMANDING proofs,
and if tne.y do not receive those proofs at the hands
of the preacher, whose task and duty it is 10
supply them, they threaten to discontinue
believing all they had formerly received
with implicit faun. The time lias long
gone by when men received reilg.ons teaching
us from authority, and tne more inie.iige.it iniu.l ot
lo-tlity insists on thinking 'or itself on religions as
well as secular affairs. and It someiunes thinks all
the way down to the foundation. Fcopio are indis¬
posed to accept anything just now on the mere as¬
sertion ot a preacher. Tuey are beginning to ques¬
tion tlie miuistcrs. Philosophers are thinking, and
they do not now keep life results of their researches
all to themselves, Taey have contracted the custom
of translating their thoughts and opin.ous into uop-
ular language and printing them in pamphlets ana

newspapers. And tins thinking and reading ai.d
questioning has the eiiect of unsettling the mind,
people sav, "If we have oecu cherishing a delusion
let us cherish it no longer." Tins does away with
all pries.craft and readers it wholly powerless for
good or evil. At such a peculiar time as this wha t
Is the duty of the religious teacher t la it to crush
the questioning spirit aud

SMOTHhB THE VOICE OF INQUIRY
by the force of aui homy ? That was the old method
01 silencing the doubt; but that method would not
work to-day. Men cannot now trample on their
doubts so easily btr a mere effort of tho will. We
cannot nowadays regard the honest doubts and sus¬

picions of cur itliow men us crimes to no punished
lor. Doubts are not r.ecrssariiy wicked. They can¬
not bo helped and are no more the result of volition
than the circulation of tho blood. The duly ot the
minister, therefore, is to answer the questions, to
supply the proofs demanded and so dissolve tho
douots. Wisdom pud justice call upon tlieni to let
in the light, it is tho.r place to bear the burdens of
the weak and solvo the doubts of the troubled in
spirit. There is a proportion of intelligent listeners
In every ctiurcn who think for themselves aud
silentiy demand proofs of every statement uttered,
and if the preacher does not mrmsh tneiu so much
the worse lor the preacher. There is an unlimited
supply of them in

THE COMFORTABLE dO.SrEL
ofJosusChri.se. Kallgioua proois aro very peculiar
In their nature. Supernatural facts must be estab¬
lished only by supernatural evidence. The founda¬
tions of our bflicf ure tho proofs wo can brlug to
show that Jesifs Christ was really tne Hon oi uod,
aud not a mythical personage. The blngrapuers of
Christ have given us only a very imperfect notion of
what lie was. There is no positive proof oi Ills
divinity to be found in ills iniraciea; but tlie charac¬
ter of Christ wag divine. The tptatf? of JfU Faihei;

was stamped upon Hitn. The Father DimaelT la the
witness who testifies la behalf or His ho i.

It was a pity the eloquence of trie preacher woe
not rewarded oy tno presence of a larger audience,
and even the lew who attended did not appear to
l>e appreciative. A young lady eat, with her heau.
right 111 troutof the reporter, and whenever a ptayer
was uttered, and the congregation went through
the loria of kneeling, this pious couple took

A MOST UNOODLY AUVANTAi.H
of the "alluatiou" to do aome warm love-making.
A Utile war bark another pair were slmlarlveu-
gagcu all through too sermon. Another disadvan¬
tage under wh.ch the minister labored arose troin
the Fourth avenue cars, wnicli turn a corner Into
Madison avenue at this point, and every tune a oar

Busses the grating of ilie whee. flanges against the
ent rail makes a frightful screech that shakes all

the nerves la the churcn and neighborhood.

ST. STEPHEN'S ROM!!! (IT OLIC CU1RC1I.

The BOclracy of tho Sacrament of Penance.
Neman by tho Iter. John ilnwley* of St.
John*. Newfoundland.
There was no diminution In the usually large con¬

gregation which attends St. Stepheu's Roman Cath¬
olic Church at the half-past ten o'clock mass
yesterday morning. Dr. McGlynn, pastor of the
church, ascended the pulpit after the Gospel and
announced that Archbishop McCloskey bad di¬
rected that on Tnanksgtving Day mass would be
celebrated In all the churches throughout the city at
tho saino hour as on Sundays. He also
stated that the forty hours' devotion would com¬
mence next Sunday, and exhorted his hearers to
toko patt in that most beneficial devotion. All pos¬
sible facilities, ho said, would be afforded during
its continuance for hearing the confessions of the
devotlenlsta.
The Rev. John ITawley, of St. Johns, Newfound-

laud, then proceeded to preach tho sermon of the
day, the text of which ho took from the first chap¬
ter, twelfth to fourteenth verse, or St.
Paul's Epistle to tho Colossiaus:."Giving thanks
unto the Father which hath made us meet
to be partakers ot the inheritance of the saints in
1 gut; who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness and hath translated us unto the kingdom
of Ills de. r Son, In whom we have redemption
through His blood, even iho foigiveuea* of sm ."
In another week, said lie, the church will celebrate
the advent ot our Lord, although C'li 1st onee dead
shall not die again, t.nd having co.ue on ear h once
shall not again return. We are called upon to

FRKI'ARK FOR rill? DAY OF JUPIIMKNT.
The gospel of this day gives uu awful picture or

that terrible day when God in all his glory and at¬
tended Dy the heavenly hosts shall c one to met out
to eaeli oue his desserts. To the good he >ha 1 say,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, come and possess
tt.c kingdom prepared lor yeu even from tne begin¬
ning oi the world. ' lint to the sinner his wrattilul
words snail be, "Depart from me, ye cursed, luto
everlasting lire."
The preacher then went on to state tnnt Christ

had i'It 011 eartu the means by wluch the day of
judgment would cease to be a t rror. To Mis uisd
pies be left the power of forglvin,' sin, watch they
bad banded down to their successor*, the iniulBters
of religion. There Is no power oi forgiving sm
except that which comes irom God. ,st. Paul
savs there can bo no remission with >ut the
shedding or blood, in the old law tuo blood
oi calves was sacrifice 1, but this wo id not avail to
salvation. Tlin blood wli.cn was spu ed ou calvary
hill alone siiniced to redeem mankind. And how Is
this to be applied to our ;ou!s? lias our Lord
established any tribunal to bring His Sou's blood in
contact with our sou s? Christ Himself says, "As
the Father has sent be so I send you,' .vc. ji hold
the connecting link between i aivary and the soul of
iuun, la the sacrament of penance.

HOI) ALONE CAN FOUHIVI SIN,
hut Ho has Invested his prie.-us with that same
power, not onlv of releasing imm sin, but also of
binding. Christians should embrace this means of
treeing themselves of ilieir burdens with joy. The
first murderer, Cain, did nut conies i hisgul.t, but be¬
came ail outcast irom Ins fellow men, a..d gave him¬
self up to despair. Even lor the sin of Judas
there would have been lorgivcness if tie had only
gone 10 that Saviour whom lie had betrayed, and,
confessing his slulul crime, expressed his sorrow
lor it. Tno work of Hie Redeemer wouid have been
Incomplete without this tribunal of penance. What
a feeling oi happiness one experiences a ter partak¬
ing or its healing Influences! The penance which
the priest imposes U

MOKE EFFICACIOUS THAN ANY OTHER PRAYER,
and ascends to the throne of God to intercede lorriio
sinner who has quitted tne cotucssiunuL The effect
of tins sacrament on society Is very bcucfic.al; aud,
had it no other results, this a one would make It
desirable In elevating the pub ic morals, In con¬
clusion, Father llawley salu that the sacrament of
pen uce was tno best means of opening our hearts
to Cod, and urged tno congregation to make use ot
it during the devotions of Advent.

1 lio part of tno muss which appeals to the sense of
hearing.the music.und raises the thoughts 10 tho
heavenly cliolr, which each one hopes to enjoy the
happiness of hearing, was unusually brilliant.

EvmELiriL m merit rnit(ii or the
HOLY TRIM IV.

Tlio Duty of Christian* to Clod mid to the
(Joverumcnl.S-orinon by ItaT.^J. K Hratc!f
D. D.
At tho Evangelical Lutheran Church of the noly

Trinity, on Went Twenty-flint street, the congrega¬
tion were instructed in their duty lo CocT and to tho
civil authorities in a very Interesting sermon
preached by their pastor, tho Rev. Dr. G. F. Krotel.
Ho preached from the twenty-second chapter of St.
Matthew, in which Christ says, "Render, therefore,
unto Caisar the things which are Caesar's, and unto
God the things which are God's." Said he, Christ
recognizes tno right of civil authority, and admits
that tho government has certain claims an I require¬
ments on citizens, and It is as solemn a duty to ren¬
der to the civil authorities obedience in temporal
matters as It is to obey God in spiritual affairs.
Dr. Krotel read from

TUB AL'USBtTRO CONFESSION,
articles slxtee i and twenty-eight. The former
treats of civil affairs, and noius that concerning
civil affairs they teach that such civil ordinances us
are lawful are good works of God; that Christians
may lawfully near civil oilko, s,t on Judgmeuts,
determine matters by imperial laws and other laws
lu present force; appoint just puuiFhuients, engage
in just war, act as soldiers, make legal bargains and
contracts, ho.d property, tune an oath when the
magistrates require it, marry a wifo or be given in
marriage. They condemn the Anuabaptlnts, who
forbid Christians these civil offices. They condemn
also those that place ttie perlection of the Gospel
not in the fear oi God and in faith. but in forsaking
civil offices, Inasmuch as ine Gospel teaches an ever¬
lasting righteousness of ine heart. In the mean¬
time it docs not disallow order nud gov¬
ernment of commonwealths or families, but re¬
quires especially the preservation and maintenance
tnereof as of uod's own ordinances, and that In
such ordinances wo should exercise love, enns-
tians, therefore, must necessarily obey their magis¬
trates and laws, save on y those where they com¬
mand any sin, lor iheu they must rattier obey God
than me u. A ri tele u8 spea k s ot

ECCLESIASTICVI. rOWER,
and says.The ecclesiastical power hath Its own com¬
mandment to preach the Gospel and administer the
sacraments. Let it not by force enter into the oillce
of anoiber; let it not transfer wmldly kingdoms:
let it not aorogate the magistrates laws; let it not
withdraw iroiu their lawful obedience; let It not
hinder judgments touch.ng any en il ordinances or
contracts; let it not presenile lawsto the magistrate
touching the form of republic. At Christ says."My
kingdom is not ot tins world;" una again, "Who
inado me a judco or a uivnler over
you." And St. l'uul says."i ho weipons of
our warfare arc not carnal, hut mighty through God,
casting down imaginations," Ac. In this way do
our teachers distinguish between the dunes of each

{tower duo from tlie 01 her and do warn all men to
louor both powers and acknowledge both to bo

TUB OUT AND BLESS]NO OF GOD.
The preacher further explained th t christians
should not render to the civil authoriti s that which
belongs to God, nor to God what Is due to the civil
authorities, nor to cotihne all their time to one, but
to separate it in such a manner that neither should
be neglected. Dr. Krotel continued at much length,
and concluded by expressing the hope that his hear¬
ers would follow tho directions lie had laid down lor
their guidunoe and would render unto msar the
things which are Caisar's, ami ualo God the things
which are God's.

tnilicn OF ST. YLYCEYT DC PAIL.

The Day of Judgment and the Second Com¬
ing of Christ.Mention by the Uov, Father
Mautonrt.
A clear, blue sky; a flue bracing atmosphere, allied

with the hunger for admiration, iorced many oi tho
gay birds of fashion, in their variegated plumage,
from their comfortable nests on yesterday at an

early hour. Tno announcement I hat the decorations
of the above mentioned church had been brought to
completion doubtless bad tne effect of drawing such
n large, fashlouable congregation within its hallowed
precincts. An unusually large number of the
Fran^alses assisted at the aiviue services of yester¬
day, perhaps through devotion, perhaps through tno
cariosity of viewing the new improvements worked
in the interior aspect of the edifice, or, mayhap,
through tiie desire oi attracting admiration.
Alter the gospel the young and impassioned

preacner, Failicr Mautonet, ascended tne pulpit,
lie read tor his congregation the gospel of the day
which treated of the last Judgmcn . He said:.How
dreadful Is the page of the Gospel which you have
Just heard read How different shall be the se, ond
coming of the Son ol Man from His tlrst coining 1 in
tne second it shall be uo longer a saviour, a shep¬
herd seeking his lust sheop, but

AN AVKNU1NU GOP.
All must appear tner lo receive rewards for

their go id actions, and punishment for their
Bj^dbbUb, How w U yoastblc to depict that day,

when the Innermost thoughts of onr soula glial) M
?*P°M®d '<> the uaie of the universe, Ihe coufusloa.
tnai thla exposure shun cause us, out *1111 more th«
Sf te n.®01 aa offeonsd <;od, s:iftl make us cryJ;Ue mountains to fail upon us, but In valnk
wi Vit Lr* "-'morse shuil be in lasting as tno dlviutty.bat a reparation internal ami humiliating,
Father «h«fi*K?TH,!NDINU AN" CkUiL.

duiiaiiter from 80"- mother front
friends tr'nm inMi L sister, husband from wife,
be' tora davM J11"8 separation shall not
¦hall be this aem7pt»i«' ,or au eternity. Bltte^aoSmented mucU alial1 lt b«
then urontiS °"r crimes! It mmsso&e&irer,®ness of soul. Then one snail see tiie amwuulrtSSdlibertine; tots profane love wMw u£t«2m£22your heart. Ihen the avaricious aanlMM
as a spectacle, clad lu tho 8 piacea

SQUaUP, FILTHY omiof avarice, which, as pride, induces man to forswp»»all hat is holy lor uuuwlul grat Uc.itIon of tm^i«/plcablo faliiug. Each and every one ol the «£. mJdeadly sins wua treated til a most able manner n«theyoumr curate. The Irrevocability ol me Urnsea
teuce was dwelt upon by niui to Induce sluners atthe cost of a moment's contusion to avoid mo eter-nal ami lnflulto confusion which s.iall succeed thoexposition of our orimes on the last day.

ASSOCIATION HALL.

Sermon on Wisdom and Sccru by Iter. II. O.
(.ante.

A congregation, not very numerous, but fashion¬
able and respectable, assembled yesterday at half-
past ten o'clock In tlio hall of the Voting Men's
Christian Association, on Twenty-.hird street, to
assist at divtno services and to hear the instructive
discourse which was delivered on the occasion.
The hull is very appropriate for Sunday
services, every accommodation being ut hand for
the religious visitor. Rev. Mr. U.iuso, who Is pastor
of the Northwest Reformed church, opened tho
day's devotion with prayer; after which the richly
tuned organ rang out tno strains of lite nineteenth
I'saun. Aicer another prayer by tho pastor, the en-
Uie assemblage sang au invocation, coinmenelug
with the words:.

lloly lihor.t, vrttli light diving,
HUiiie upon il.is beat i of mine;
Chime lue h1j.i a of in^lu uv,ay,
Turn mjr darkuua* tuto day.

The clergyman tUou procejdod to preach, taking
bis text lroin lite uinth chapter of Proverbs."If
tlion be w.so, thou shalt be wise to thyseli; but If
thou scornest, thou aloue shalt bear tho evil."
'Ihe text, he s.td, was preg.taut with mate-
t .al. A man is naturally the greatest gamer or loser
on his owu wisdom. Wisdom is u most prodiasie
endowment, scorn a most unprofitable one. They
are p.accd to opposition to each other in the Holy
beriptuto; sit 1 the reason of tuts becomes obvious
after u momeiit's re .ectiou. Of wisdom cverv Indi¬
vid. at lias a tolerably clear Idea.It is the quality by
wuicli a man selects tiie bust thing and the best
means o! a.iaiutug it. such a quality se.rns at tlrst
sight to ueioug to

THE DKl'AliTJTHKT OF THE INTBLLBCT;
and. In a groat measure, it does; bat, ait r all, wis¬
dom is practical, and, in many instances, is a moral
ma.ter. Tae course winch we pursue in attaining
to any end neces-arlly has a moral i iiara ter, uud
ihe wrong course must contun some elements of
bad. No.v, lu ordtr to avoid the wroug course,
we must have a purpose and tills purpo.se cannot
be had without prayer uud the grace ol Hod. Uow
truly uud appropriately docs the Scripture say mat
ihe .ear ol ihe Lord is tnu beginning of wisdoml
As regards scorn, it is about equivalent to our Idea
01 mocking. It mere ore means to uuso cutly de¬
ride another, and in its more general acceptation
signifies to tieat contemptuously. Now, since it
requires a wise man to discriminate between what
is uud w hat is nut really conic.jumble, the cause
of the oppo luoii ol the terms in t..e text becomes
inauilest. In many eases scorn is the proper sentl-
uu ut to entertain toward the deeds ol men. There
are devices in medicine, in B.-ienco and religion
wn.ch are worthy of ». oru. But it is at the same
time a latnen able truili that in ieiigion many tti.ugs
ami truths excite a scoru which is

TUK SYNONYM Ot HOLLY.
Sometimes a youth r.scs up against the eniigut-

encil judgment ol all the sag-a of tne earth ; he
scorns their combined advice. uud subjects their
wisdom to Ins owu lolly i,i following the bent of
this or that passion. Analogous to iIks Instance IS
in at of ilio t'iiiistia.i C.iurca. It dates irom tno
days ot Christ, and thence In a different 1orin the
cnain extends back to the period of Abel's ex¬
istence. To day It is a power, and. apart irom too
superstitions and incous.stmic.es Which lu many
losiauces characterize It, v horcver it biamls to-day
it Is u blessing and its members are

THE HAPl'IEST OP MORTALS.
This mighty power makes au appeal to every man.

It tolls him now It gathers together multitudes of
men on every .Sabbath tuoru; its appeal, luuJ and
lender, Is heard 11 the musical bell which summons
lis childivu lo the house of (lod. But a certain oat)
arises and exclaims, "Here Is a multitude or men
who lam-y themselves happy In go ng .o church;
but 1 am hip; ler and wiser still." In like manner
also is the B.blc which has been hauded down from
aget covered wltu pruo.s or clod's tenderness and
power.a subject of investigation lor the most
learned men of tne earth -becomes ihe oh ec of
some person's contempt. Thai book h is been sta¬
ll.ed by men ol every rank-by divines and ph so¬
ph. rs whoso names nru deathless.and wiu have
coulessed mat u was that which gave ihem their
most cherished hopes In life and laid before them
prospects of theli happiness forever. Nevertheless,
some youth, who lias been

A 811 OUT TIME AT OOIXEOB,
has read Herbert Sp ncer and has bean investigat¬
ing the physical basiso lue, who is fading in with
those who put science In rlit: place of God and be¬
lieve matter to ue tne cause ol all things, stands
forth uud exclaims, "I believe what I si aud no
more. But I see more than religionists: 1 can
lathom the mystery which has puzzied them for
ages."

POOR. DELUDED YOUTH !
were he to sit down at home and sCar lus parents
tell now they had received from that Bible a conso¬
lation and peace surpassing all understanding.
how that lbble develop, d their minds till they grew
into a conscious sympathy with llod himself.be
wonkl find that the soul, ill nga It can't be weighed
lu a balance, is as much as ihe body, and he would
see more there than he ever could in the laboratory.
But ho re. uses to inuko such reflections.ho scorns
the counsels o the wise. It is to be regretieJ tuat
this dispose ion to scorn wisdom tends to u rapid
aud fatul growth. Which of

OUR NEWSPAPERS
does not feel at liberty to treat with absolute con¬
tempt the so ld foundation of our faitht The
speaker had recently seen in a paper a pociu full of
wicked wit, whose < bjeot was to destroy all lalth la
it special provideuce and an nolle protection. He
biinscif had frequently been the subject of news¬
paper ridicule. But no amount ol scorn could
change facts, and religion would be truunphaut at
last. The preacher concluded by praying ihe Lord
to deliver our ugc and land from tne habit ot scorn¬
ing.

JANE STREET FI. E. CHUB H.

Srrumn l»y the Ifcv. Dr. Smith.Subject#
Entitling nf (liur hex in America.

Now York, like every otticr city or Importance pos¬
sesses soino relics of architectural antiquity that
seein to speak to the observer of the eiTorts «f our
forefathers In days of yore, and to give sonio con¬

ception of their views upon the subject of education
as conveyed through the sense of signt by r lined
works of the hand. Ono specimen of this class of
rcho still remains, and is to be foun l in the old
Methodist Episcopal church In June street, with
its old Grecian facade and massive side
columns, and Its labyrinth of winding staircases
and its still more ancient type of decorations in the
Interior. There is a peculiarly reverential kind of
feeling that comes over a person ou entering this
old noteworthy and sacred ediflce, which feeling is
greatly strengthened alter the sitting out or one of
the devout and fervent services performed therein.
Arter the usual preliminary exercises had been

completed, and the ordinary charitable notices read
yesterday morning, the pastor, the Rev. Mr. smith,
proceeded to address the congregation upon the In¬
structing .subject, the

BUlLDINli OP PLACBS OP WORSTIir,
Ac., selecting for the subject of his discourse the
words contained In Exodus xxv., 8."bet them
make rac a sanctuary that I may dw-ll among
them." He tnatuuiie u thai it was a special com¬
mand of God that places of worship and
ahars should bo built in a cerium way
and uedicated to tho services of the Church.
God gave this command, and a people who
did not act according to this rule could not expect
that God should dwell auioug them. All r lig.oua
prosperity was gamed tlnougli the building of san>
tuaries. For convincing proofs of this he reve. led
to tire uitars In the garden of Eden, the altar mat
Jacob built when fleeing lrom tne vengeance of
Esau and the subsequent building of Hie temple by
Solomon, displaying m its construction great genius,
wisdom and science, and at the same line Inspiring
a kind oi religious awe In rhe mi jh oi the monarclis
of the East and others who veiled it on nccouui of
the luxury of its cc unmodutloii and elaborateness
of Its interna! oecorations. In ine tabernacle, winch
was designed and eiecied centuries be ore the same
minuteness of detail was observable, although every
detail had been ordered by God Hansen. 'Ilia
preacher next reviewed the churches of the East,
from Mesopotamia and Egypt to the territories of
the heathen kingB: also the ouildings already In ex¬

istence, and where more were required on tue coast
of the Pacific, In the iar West oi Aiueilca, Nebraska,
Dakota, Minnesota and other parti. Alter a lengthy
eulogy upon the cxcolleut work or uiiurcn bunding
and lis benefits, conierred upon the poor, he gave
some h.story of the opeiationa oi tue Cnur h lixiea-
siou Society, its origiu and development, as well as
tne noble and successful eiiorts of its members in

carrying out the (dans of the founders, the one ob¬
ject being the erocuou of new edifices ad over tue
country, the other In assisting the tniHtecfl of
churches with lucuev :. p.event the for.'closing of
nioinga.es and the &*.le oi places Oi vvorsmp tot
dcbU lie then «1U.. He laid oouuregaUou


